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TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 
WOODCHIP STOCKPILE SAMPLING 
FORMER STIMSON LUMBER YARD 

875 HIGHWAY 2 SOUTH 
LIBBY, MONTANA 

JUNE 1, 2007 
 
 
This technical memorandum details the collection of bulk samples from the wood chip 
stockpiles located at the former Stimson lumber yard (875 Highway 2 South). According 
to the Lincoln County Port Authority (LCPA), approximately 400,000 cubic yards of 
wood chip material exists in approximately five large stockpiles along the northeastern 
section of the former Stimson lumber yard. Future use of the stockpiles is unknown at 
this time. 
 
A total of five samples will be collected; one from each wood chip stockpile. For each 
sample, 30 randomly-selected locations will be identified from throughout the stockpile. 
A front-end loader (supplied and operated by LCPA) will be used to collect material 
from within the pile. Approximately half of the sub-samples will be collected from 
within the stockpile, made accessible by the front-end loader, while the other half of the 
samples will be collected from 2 inches below the surface of the stockpile. The five wood 
chip stockpiles will be sampled individually, implementing a 30-point composite 
sampling approach as explained in the attached guidance document for Soil Sample 
Collection for Residential and Commercial Properties (CDM-LIBBY-05, Revision 2). 
Deviations from this guidance document are listed below: 
 
Section 4: Sampling Approach 
The samples will be collected directly from the stockpile. Some sub-samples will be 
collected from within the pile made accessible by the front end loader as described 
above.  
 
Section 5: Sample Collection 
The stockpile will not be segregated into land use areas. Rather, each stockpile will be 
sampled individually regardless of presence of visible vermiculite.  
 
Section 8: Quality Assurance/Quality Control 
Field duplicate samples will not be required for this event. 
 
Presence of vermiculite (none, low, intermediate, high) will be noted for each sub-
sample in the field logbook and on the Visual Vermiculite Estimation Form. Unique 
index identification (Index IDs) sample numbers will be used for this sampling effort. 
The index IDs will be WC-XXXXX, where WC indicates wood chip sampling in 
accordance with this document. 
 
Equipment decontamination and site cleanup, as well as sampling documentation, 
custody, and handling, will be conducted in accordance with CDM-LIBBY-05, Revision 
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2.  GPS points will be collected for each wood stockpile in accordance with CDM-LIBBY-
09, Revision 0. 
 
Due to limitations with grinding organic matter wood chips, samples will be analyzed 
for Libby amphibole (LA) asbestos by polarized light microscopy (PLM) using NIOSH 
Method 9002 (NIOSH 1994). Samples will be analyzed at the on-site project laboratory. 
Sample results are intended for informational purposes only and no action levels are 
associated with this sampling effort. Further sampling may be necessary to fully 
characterize the stockpiles to meet state or federal regulations. 
 
It is anticipated that this sampling effort will require a two-person sample team 4 hours 
to complete (paperwork, documentation, sample collection and preparation, GPS point 
collection, etc.). Analytical results are expected within three business days. 
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Section 1  
Purpose 
The goal of this standard operating procedure (SOP) is to provide a consistent method 
for the collection of 30-point composite surface soil sampling to support all 
investigations conducted at the Libby Superfund Site and specified in governing 
guidance documents.  This SOP describes the equipment and operations used for 
sampling surface soils in residential and commercial areas, which will be submitted 
for the analysis of Libby amphibole asbestos.  Refer to each investigation-specific 
guidance documents or work plan for detailed modifications to this SOP, where 
applicable.  The EPA Team Leader or their designate must approve deviations from 
the procedures outlined in this document prior to initiation of the sampling activity.   

Section 2 
Responsibilities 
Successful execution of this SOP requires a clear hierarchy of assigned roles with 
different sets of responsibilities associated with each role. All staff with responsibility 
for the collection of soil samples is responsible for understanding and implementing 
the requirements contained herein as well as any other governing guidance 
documents. 

Task Leader (TL) or Field Team Leader (FTL) - The TL or FTL is responsible for 
overseeing sample collection processes as described in EPA approved governing 
guidance documents (i.e., site-specific sampling and analysis plans [SAPs], quality 
assurance project plans [QAPPs], etc.).  The TL or FTL is also responsible for checking 
all work performed and verifying that the work satisfies the specific tasks outlined by 
this SOP and all governing guidance documents.  The TL or FTL will communicate 
with the field team members regarding the specific collection objectives and 
anticipated situations that require deviation from this SOP.  It is also the 
responsibility of the TL or FTL to communicate the need for any deviations from the 
SOP with the appropriate EPA personnel (team leader or their designate), and 
document the deviations using a Field Modification Form provided in each SAP or 
QAPP. 

Field team members - Field team members performing the sampling described in 
this SOP are responsible for adhering to the applicable tasks outlined in this 
procedure while collecting samples at properties associated with the Libby Superfund 
Site.  The field team members should have limited discretion with regard to collection 
procedures but should exercise judgment regarding the exact location of sample 
points, within the boundaries outlined by the TL or FTL. 
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Section 3 
Equipment 

 Measuring tape or wheel – Used to estimate the square footage of each land use 
area. 

 Pin flags – Used to identify composite points within each sampling area. 

 Trowel or push probe - For collecting surface soil samples. 

 Shovel - For collecting surface soil samples. 

 Stainless steel mixing bowl - Used to mix and homogenize composite soil samples 
after collection.  Zip-top bags may also be used for homogenization if approved 
by the governing guidance documents. 

 Gloves - For personal protection and to prevent cross-contamination of samples 
(disposable, powderless plastic or latex). 

 Sample container - Gallon-sized zip-top plastic bags (2 per sample). 

 Field clothing and personal protective equipment (PPE) - As specified in the 
current version of the site health and safety plan (HASP).  

 Field sprayers – Used to suppress dust during sample collection and to 
decontaminate nondisposable sampling equipment between samples. 

 Deionized (DI) water- Used in field sprayers to suppress dust and to clean and 
decontaminate sampling equipment. 

 Plastic bristle brush - Used to clean and decontaminate sampling equipment. 

 Wipes - Disposable, paper.  Used to clean and decontaminate sampling equipment. 

 Aluminum foil – Used to wrap decontaminated sampling equipment in between 
uses to prevent contamination during transport.  

 Alconox – Used to clean and decontaminate sampling equipment weekly. 

 6-mil poly bag – Used to store and dispose of investigation-derived waste (IDW). 

 Trash bag - Used to store and dispose of general trash. 

 Field logbook/PDA - Used to record progress of sampling effort and record any 
problems and field observations. 
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 Visual Vermiculite Estimation Form (VVEF) – Used to record semi-quantitative 
estimates of visual vermiculite at each sub-sample location and point inspection 
(PI). 

 Permanent marking pen - Used to label sample containers. 

 Sample ID Labels (Index IDs)– Pre-printed stickers used to label sample containers. 

 Cooler or other rigid container - Used to store samples while in the field. 

 Custody Seals - For ensuring integrity of samples while in the field and during 
shipping. 

Section 4 
Sampling Approach 
Upon arrival at each property, the field team will locate all parcels requiring sample 
collection depending on the investigation-specific objectives detailed in governing 
guidance documents.  Parcels on a property will be sectioned into zones that share a 
similar land use.  Zones established by land use areas may be subdivided based on 
site conditions (e.g., access, construction setup considerations, etc.). Use areas include: 

 Specific Use Area (SUA): flowerbed, garden, flowerpot, stockpile, play area, dog 
pen, driveway (non-paved), parking lot (non-paved), road (non-paved), alley (non-
paved) 

 Common Use Area (CUA): yard, former garden, former flowerbed, walkway 

 Limited Use Area (LUA): pasture, maintained/mowed field, overgrown areas with 
trails/footpaths, overgrown areas in between SUAs/CUAs 

 Interior Surface Area (ISA): soil floor of garage, pumphouse, shed, crawlspace, 
earthen basement 

 Non-Use Areas(NUA): wooded lot, un-maintained field.  NUAs will be identified 
but will not be sampled at this time because they are not presently considered a 
complete exposure pathway.  However, to the extent that NUAs may become a 
complete exposure pathway in the future, EPA may revisit NUAs at a later date. 

After areas have been designated as zones (i.e., SUA zones, CUA zones, LUA zones, 
NUA zones, ISA zones), the field team will measure the zones with a measuring 
wheel and label the zone type and approximate square footage on the field sketch 
and/or design drawings.  There is not a minimum or maximum square footage 
restriction on any zone. 

In establishing zones at the property, no area type may be combined with any other 
area type.  For example, driveways and flowerbeds are both SUAs but will be 
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separated into unique zones for soil sampling.  Similarly, large CUAs such as yards 
may be subdivided into front yard, side yard, and back yard zones dependent on site 
conditions.  Sectioning properties into additional zones will be at the discretion of the 
FTL but consistent among the teams.  Conversely, not all land use areas previously 
mentioned will be applicable at every property.   

It is anticipated that SUAs and ISA zones will generally tend to be smaller parcels.  
Combining small, proximal SUAs into one zone will be at the discretion of the FTL 
but consistent among teams.  With the exception of proximal SUAs, all other land use 
areas will be contiguous when establishing zones at each property.   

Composite sampling requires soil collection from multiple (sub-sample) points.  
Composite samples will be collected from similar land use areas (i.e., SUA, CUA, etc.) 
and will not be combined with any other use area. One composite sample will be 
collected from each zone that does not contain visual vermiculite. 

For SUAs (e.g., driveway, garden, dog pen, etc.), composite samples will be collected 
from the 0- to 6–inch depth interval.  If a depth of 6 in. cannot be attained given the 
varying levels of compaction in driveways, roads, etc. the maximum depth attainable 
will be documented in the field logbook/PDA.  For non-SUAs (e.g., yard, former 
flowerbed, crawlspace, etc.), composite samples will be collected from 0 to 3 inches.  
All composite soil samples will have 30 sub-samples (i.e., 30-point composite sample) 
of approximately equal size for a final sample volume between 2,000 and 2,500 grams. 
Table 1 lists the sample depth for each type of land use area.   

 
Table 1 Sampling Area and Depth 

Land Use Area Label Sampling Depth 
(Inches) 

Special Use Area  SUA 0 – 6 
Common Use Areas  CUA 0 – 3 
Limited Use Area LUA 0 – 3 
Non-Use Area NUA Not Sampled 
Interior Surface Zone IS 0 – 3 

 

As each sub-sample is collected, the soil will be inspected for visual vermiculite (VV) 
and the location and semi-quantitative estimates of VV will be recorded as prescribed 
in the SOP for Semi-Quantitative Visual Estimation of Vermiculite in Soil, Revision 1 
(CDM 2007a). 

Areas of SUAs with VV will not be sampled.  Instead, the location will be recorded in 
the field logbook/PDA and on the field sketch or design drawing.  If the SUA is of 
substantial size (greater than 1000 square feet [ft2]), and the VV is localized, additional 
PIs will be collected to determine the extent of VV and a sample will be collected from 
the remainder of the zone that does not contain VV.  If the SUA measures less than 
1,000 ft2 and VV is present, a sample will not be collected from that SUA.  Proximal 
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SUAs will not be combined into a SUA zone if VV is present.  If visible vermiculite is 
not observed, proceed with sample collection of the SUA zone 

Section 5 
Sample Collection 
Don the appropriate PPE as specified in the governing HASP.   A new pair of 
disposable gloves is to be worn for each sample collected.  Segregate land use areas on 
the property into zones as described in Section 4.  To reduce dust generation during 
sampling, use a sprayer with DI water to wet each sub-sample location prior to 
collection.  Use the trowel to check beneath the surface soil layer, but do not advance 
more than 6 inches.  If VV is observed, record the information on the field sketch or 
design drawing.  If VV is observed within a large SUA, do not collect a sample from 
the area containing VV as described above. 

Within each zone, select 30 sub-sample locations equidistant from each other.  These 
30 sub-sample locations will comprise the 30-point composite sample for that zone.  
All composite sub-samples will originate from the same land use area.  For example, 
do not mix sub-samples from SUAs with sub-samples from LUAs.   

Clean the sub-sample locations of twigs, leaves, and other vegetative material that can 
be easily removed by hand.  Using the trowel or push probe, excavate a hole in the 
soil approximately 2 inches in diameter and 6 inches deep for SUAs, or 3 inches deep 
for non-SUAs, while placing the excavated material directly inside the gallon-sized 
zip-top plastic bag.  Repeat this step for each subsequent sub-sample until the 
appropriate number of composite sub-samples has been collected.    As each sub-
sample is collected, inspect the location for VV as prescribed in the SOP for Semi-
Quantitative Visual Estimation of Vermiculite in Soil, Revision 1 (CDM 2007a).   

Samples collected from zones measuring greater than 3,000 ft2 will require additional 
PIs to inspect the soil for VV, but no more than 30 sub-samples will be collected from 
a zone for each composite sample.  Samples collected from zones measuring less than 
3,000 ft2 will have the same number of sub-samples as PIs unless additional PIs are 
required to identify the extent of localized VV.   

Homogenize the sample as required by governing guidance documents.  Once the 
sample is homogenized, fill the zip-top plastic bag to 1/3rd full (approximately 2000 
grams).  Affix the sample index ID label to the inside of the bag and write the index 
ID number on the outside of the bag, or affix an additional label using clear packing 
tape.  Sample index ID numbers will be assigned based on the investigation-specific 
guidance document.  Double bag the sample and repeat the labeling process for the 
outer bag.  Decontaminate equipment between composite samples as described in 
Section 8. 

Repeat steps outlined above until all samples from a property have been collected. 
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Soil field duplicate samples will be collected at the rate specified in governing 
guidance documents.  Field duplicate samples will be collected as samples co-located 
in the same zone.  The duplicate will be collected from the same number of sub-
samples as the parent sample, but the sub-sample locations of the duplicate sample 
will be randomly located in the zone.  The inspection for VV at each sub-sample 
location will follow the same protocol as referenced above. These samples will be 
independently collected with separate sampling equipment or with the original 
sampling equipment after it has been properly decontaminated.  For tracking 
purposes, the parent/duplicate sample relationship will be recorded in accordance 
with sample documentation requirements stated in the governing guidance 
document.  These samples will be used to determine the variability of sample results 
in a given land use area.  These samples will not be used to determine variability in 
sampling techniques. 

Section 6 
Site Cleanup 
IDW will be managed as prescribed in Section 3.2.10 of the Site-wide QAPP 
[SWQAPP] (CDM 2007b) or other applicable governing guidance documents.  In 
general, replace the soil plug with excess sample volume.  The soil should be placed 
back into the hole and tamped down lightly. If sandy areas such as playgrounds are 
sampled, refilling the soil plug is not necessary. 

Rinse water, the roots of vegetation removed during sampling, and any excess soil 
volume may be returned to the sampled area.  

Section 7 
Documentation 
A field logbook/PDA will be maintained by each individual or team that is collecting 
samples as prescribed in Section 3.2.4 of the SWQAPP (CDM 2007b) or other 
applicable governing guidance documents.   Guidance documents will detail 
conditions which require attention, but at a minimum the following information 
should be collected: 

 Project name 

 Title of governing documents 

 Property address 

 Date 

 Time 

 Team members 
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 Weather conditions 

 PPE used 

 Locations of any samples or sub-samples that could not be acquired  

 Descriptions of any deviations to the SAP or SOP and the reason for the deviation 

 Relinquishment of samples to project sample coordinator 

Complete required documentation as detailed in applicable governing guidance 
documents. 

Section 8 
Quality Assurance/Quality Control 
Quality control samples will include: 

 Field duplicates 

Detailed information on QC sample collection and frequency is prescribed in Section 
3.1.3.2 of the SWQAPP (CDM 2007b) or other applicable governing guidance 
documents. 

Section 8 
Decontamination 
All sampling equipment must be decontaminated prior to reuse.  Specific instructions 
on sample equipment decontamination are included in the applicable governing 
guidance documents.  In general, the procedure to decontaminate all soil sampling 
equipment is outlined below: 

 Remove all visible contamination with plastic brush 

 Use DI water and plastic brush to wash each piece of equipment 

 Remove excess water present on the equipment by shaking 

 Use a paper towel to dry each piece of equipment 

 Wrap dried equipment in aluminum foil 

Once a week all soil sampling equipment will be cleaning using Alconox and DI 
water. 

Spent wipes, gloves, aluminum foil, and PPE must be disposed of or stored properly 
as IDW, specified in Section 3.2.10 of the SWQAPP (CDM 2007b) or other applicable 
governing guidance documents. 
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Section 9 
Sample Custody  
Field sample custody and documentation will follow the requirements described in 
Section 3.2.11 of the SWQAPP (CDM 2007b) or other applicable governing guidance 
documents.    

Section 10 
Glossary 
Governing guidance documents - The written document that spells out the detailed 
site-specific procedures to be followed by the project leader and the field personnel 
for completing specific investigations.  These documents will clearly indicate specific 
requirements for the implementation of this SOP. 

Libby Superfund Site – The Libby Superfund Site contains all buildings and land 
within the boundaries of each operable unit (OU) of the site and illustrated on the 
most recent version of the OU boundary map. 

Sub-sample - The actual location at which the sample is taken. The dimension of a 
sample point is 2 inches across by 3 inches deep (6 inches for SUAs). 

Composite Sampling - A sample program in which multiple sample points are 
compiled together and submitted for analysis as a single sample. 

Land Use Area - A section of property segregated by how the property owner uses 
the area.  The area can be classified as a SUA, LUA, CUA, ISA, or NUA.   

 

Section 11 
References 
CDM.  2007a.  Semi-Quantitative Visual Estimation of Vermiculite in Soils at 
Residential and Commercial Properties, Revision 1.  CDM-LIBBY-06. 

CDM.  2007b.  Site-Wide Quality Assurance Project Plan.  Draft in review. 
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